
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

Required Summer Reading 

 

Students Entering Grades 6 and 7 in August 2022 

 

Our school motto calls us “to serve others, to achieve in learning and growing.” 

 

With this in mind, learning about the saints is a wonderful way for children to 

develop positive role models while learning about the Catholic faith. 

 

For their summer reading assignment, students will select one book from the 

attached lists.  The first list contains books that may be purchased through the 

Daughters of St. Paul’s Pauline Store.  The reading level of these books is 4th-6th 

grade.  The second list contains books that may be purchased through Ignatius 

Press.  The reading level of these books is 5th-7th.  Contact information for these 

businesses is contained on the attached lists. 

 

(NOTE:  Incoming 7th graders:  Students who attended 6th grade at OLL were 

given the title of the book read last summer to ensure they choose a 

different book this summer.) 

 

Once the book has been read, students will use the attached graphic organizer to 

plan out an essay to write about the book they chose.  Instructions are attached.  

All middle school students will turn in their typed essays on Wednesday, 

August 10th. 

 

The essay will count as a Reading Test Grade for the first nine weeks of school 

next year.  See attached rubric for the scoring of the essay. The rubric does not 

have to be attached to the essay. 

 

Optional:  view video about summer reading:   https://youtu.be/HN3OJRwRBvI  

 

 

https://youtu.be/HN3OJRwRBvI


 

 

 

 

 

ENCOUNTER THE SAINTS SERIES.  Daughters of St. Paul, Pauline Books and 

Media, 4403 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Metairie, LA  70006.  504-887-7631 

Online at www.pauline.org  

 

NOTE:  Some of the titles may now say “Saint” instead of “Blessed” 

 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 

Saint Martin de Porres 

Blessed Jacinta and Francisco Marto 

Blessed John Paul II 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 

Journeys with Mary 

Saint Anthony of Padua 

Saint Bakhita of Sudan 

Saint Bernadette Soubirous 

Saint Clare of Assisi 

Saint Damien of Molokai 

Saint Edith Stein 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Saint Faustina Kowalska 

Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

Saint Isaac Jogues 

Saint Joan of Arc 

Saint John Vianney 

Saint Juan Diego 

Saint Katherine Drexel 

http://www.pauline.org/


Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 

Saint Teresa of Avila 

Saint Therese of Lisieux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISION BOOKS.  Ignatius Press.  Online at www.ignatius.com 

 

Father Damien and the Bells by Arthur and Elizabeth Sheehan 

Bernadette, Our Lady’s Little Servant by Hertha Pauli 

Edmund Campion:  Her of God’s Underground by Father Harold Gardiner 

Kateri Tekakwitha by Evelyn Brown 

Mother Cabrini by Francis Parker Keyes 

Mother Seton and the Sisters of Charity by Elma Powers Waters 

Our Lady Came to Fatima by Ruth Fox Hume 

St. Pius X:  The Farm Boy Who Became Pope by Father Walter Diethelm 

St. Philip of the Joyous Heart by Father Francis X. Connolly 

Saint Jose:  Boy Cristero Martyr by Father Kevin McKenzie 

Saint Louis and the Last Crusade by Margaret Ann Hubbard 

St. Benedict:  Hero of the Hills by Mary Fabyan Windeatt 

St. Katherine Drexel:  Friend of the Oppressed by Ellen Tarry 

St. Thomas Aquinas and the Preaching Beggars by Brendan Larnen and Milton  

              Lomask 

St. Thomas More of London by Elizabeth Ince 

Vincent de Paul:  Saint of Charity of Margaret Ann Hubbard 

 

 

 

http://www.ignatius.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

USE THIS GRAPHIC ORGANIZER AS YOUR ROUGH DRAFT.  Do NOT turn it in with your final essay. 

 

Introductory Paragraph: 

     The book I chose was about (name of person).  It is entitled (title of book--

italicized) by (author’s name).  I chose to read this book because ____________.  

Three interesting things I learned about (name of person) were (list three facts) 

________, __________, and ___________. 

 

Body Paragraph 1:  Write about Fact #1, using more detail.  Remember, put your 

sentences into your own words.  Do not copy from the book. A  body paragraph 

must be at least 5 sentences.  Include a transitional expression (see below). 

 

Body Paragraph 2:  Write about Fact #2, using more detail.  Remember, put your 

sentences into your own words.  Do not copy from the book. A  body paragraph 

must be at least 5 sentences. Include a transitional expression (see below). 

 



 Body Paragraph 3: Write about Fact #3, using more detail.  Remember, put your 

sentences into your own words.  Do not copy from the book. A  body paragraph 

must be at least 5 sentences. Include a transitional expression (see below). 

 

Conclusion Paragraph:      Write 3-4 sentences giving your overall opinion of the 

person you read about.  Feel free to state whether you enjoyed reading the book 

and whether you would like to read more books of this type. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN WRITING YOUR ESSAY: 

--Include a heading at the top of the first page:  your name, grade, and date. 

--Title your paper:  Summer Reading 

--Indent each paragraph 

--Type (double spaced) using 12 pt. Times Roman.   

--Turn in a neat, unwrinkled/unstained paper, stapled together if more than one page (no 

need to include rubric with paper) 

--Study the attached rubric to see how your essay will be graded. 

—Pay attention to your word choice (vocabulary level).  Do not use a conversational tone. 

--Each body paragraph must contain at least one transitional expression.  Some transitional 

expressions are     However,    For example,  Furthermore,  In addition,  Obviously,    

Therefore,     For this reason,    Nevertheless,                Feel free to look at a list of 

transitional expressions and choose some that you feel would fit in your body paragraphs.  

Remember to put a comma after your transitional expressions. 

--Before you finalize your essay, read over your rough draft and make corrections 

as needed. 

 

 

Summer Reading Essay Rubric (students do not need to turn this in with their essay–

teacher will fill out a copy and attach it to graded paper) 

       

Component Needs Imp. 
1 

Progressing 
2 

Meets 
Expectations 

3 

Mastery 
4 

Intro 
Paragraph 

Introductory 
paragraph does not 
follow instructions. 

Introductory 
paragraph 
somewhat follows 
instructions. 

Introductory paragraph 
is done correctly with 
few errors. 

Introductory 
paragraph is well 
written as per 
instructions. 



Body 
Paragraphs 

Body paragraphs do 
not follow the 
instructions.   

Body paragraphs 
somewhat follow 
instructions. 

Body paragraphs are 
done correctly with 
few errors.. 

Body paragraphs 
are well written as 
per instructions.. 

Conclusion  The concluding 
paragraph does not 
follow instructions. 

The concluding 
paragraph 
somewhat follows 
instructions. 

The concluding 
paragraph is 
completed correctly 
with few errors.  

The concluding 
paragraph is well 
written as per 
instructions. 

Format Instructions not 
followed (typed, font, 
etc.) 

Instructions were 
somewhat followed. 

Instructions were 
followed with few 
errors. 

Instructions 
followed correctly. 

Use of 
Transitional 
Expressions 

No transitional 
expressions are 
used. 

Some transitional 
expressions are 
used correctly. 

Transitional 
expressions are used 
correctly with few 
errors..  

Transitional 
expressions are 
used correctly as 
per instructions.  

Formal 
Tone and 
Style of 
Writing 

Informal language is 
used. 

Writing contains 
some formal 
elements (slang, 
abbreviations, words 
to be avoided such 
as “stuff”). 

A formal tone is 
adequately used 
throughout most of the 
essay. 

Formal tone and 
style are clearly 
used throughout 
the essay.  

Mechanics: 
Spelling & 
Grammar 

Mechanical errors 
cause the ideas to 
be unclear.  

Mechanical errors 
are distracting at 
times, but meaning 
is clear.  

Some errors are 
present, but they do 
not distract from the 
meaning of the ideas.  

Mechanics reflect 
careful editing.  

 

 

__________________________________________________  

 

                                         Grade:  _______/28 pts. = ______/100 pt 


